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Minutes of Economic Development Commission Meeting

December 9, 2010

The Economic Development Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on
December 9, 2010 at 8: 00 a.m. in the Old Town Hall Conference Room.

MEMBERS PRESENT:     Peter Penczer, Chairman; Sally Ward; Abbas Nadim; Chris
LaSala; Brian Silvestro; Maureen Abrahamson

ALSO PRESENT:      Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic
Development; Don Peterson; Genevieve Riley, Fairfield
Citizen-News; Ross Ogden, Abbey Road Partners; Joseph
Mulvey, U.S. Post Office; John O' Mara, Fairfield Post
Office; Harvey Sussman

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 8: 00 a.m.

Minutes

Approval of the minutes of the October 14, 2010 and November 4, 2010 were approved
as amended.

Meeting Format

Mr. Penczer said the following format would be used for the next meetings:

Invited presenters or experts will be first on the agenda.
1.  A presentation will be made
2.  The commissioners will ask questions or comment

3.  Members of the public will ask questions or comment

Mr. Barnhart will offer a summary of recent developments.
An e- newsletter would be developed to be distributed to commission members and the

public explaining the issues before the EDC and seeking input from commissioners and
the public.

Fairfield Post Office Presentation

Mr. Mulvey, a real estate specialist with the USPS, and Mr. O' Mara, Postmaster of the
Fairfield Center Office, said that the USPS is evaluating all of its facilities. They said the
existing building is underutilized and that they would be looking for a buyer for it and for
smaller local space to continue the operations. They expect to present their plan to the



community after January 1, 2011. Mr. Penczer asked if all services currently available to
the public would continue. He was assured this would be the case. Mr. LaSala asked if

the facility was federally owned. Mr. Mulvey and Mr. O' Mara said is was and therefore
is not on the grand list. They said they expected a seamless transition once the decisions
were made and executed. Mr. LaSala said he expected the EDC would be interested in

having the property returned to the tax base. Mr. Barnhart said the town currently has a
lease on some of the parking behind the building, and perhaps that arrangement could
continue under new ownership. Mr. Penczer asked if the property had been offered to the
town. Mr. Mulvey said it has not. He said the earliest new arrangements will be in place
is fall of 2011.

There were no questions from the public about this project.

Commerce Drive Planning Study

Mr. Barnhart said his office mailed the final changes to the proposed amendments to the

zoning plan to commissioners. There will be a public hearing on the plan in February
2011. He said he would invite Mr. Devonshuk or Mr. Kooris to attend the January

meeting to answer questions about the plan.

2011 Meeting Schedule & Election of Officers

The commissioners adopted the proposed meeting schedule.

The following slate of officers was nominated and elected;
Chair: Peter Penczer

Vice-chair: Chris LaSala

Secretary: Bruce Manasevit

Other Business

Some suggestions madeforfuture presenters:

Mr. Zambruski, Solid Waste Manager

Mr. Lombardo, Parks & Recreation Department

Sustainability (green) for Fairfield businesses:

Mr. Nadim said he is prepared to offer a workshop on this topic. It could be offered in an
on-site workshop or in an e- newsletter format. Ms. Abrahamson said she is working with
the PTA on recycling and would like to see the effort expanded throughout town.

Mr. Nadim suggested that the EDC not favor any development that did not include
sustainable elements.



Meeting schedule: Mr. Nadim asked if it was feasible to schedule quarterly meeting and
then additional ones at will. Mr. Barnhart said meetings and their content must be

announced to the public and that it is easier to cancel a meeting than to schedule one.

Commission business: Mr. LaSala suggested that the EDC members present their ideas

for the 5 top current priorities for the commission. Once a list is determined, the members
would be expected to use the time between meetings to evaluate, investigate or illuminate

one of these areas. The concept was enthusiastically received. Mr. Barnhart suggested
that goals and priorities be forwarded to him or to Mr. Penczer before the next meeting.
Members of the public would also be encouraged to submit ideas.

The meeting adjourned at 8: 52 a.m.

The next meeting is January 6, 2011.

Respectfully submitted:

Gretchen Goethner


