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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

                                           CONSERVATION MEETING MINUTES 
                                                             November 21, 2013 
 
The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield, held a Meeting on November 21, 2013 
in MEETING ROOM II of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT, at 
7:30 p.m. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Kate Maxham, Vice Chair; Catherine 
O’Donnell, Secretary; Elizabeth Jones; Richard Santalesa, Sam Boyarsky.  ALTERNATES:  
Richard D’Amico, Felicia Watson.     Also Present:  Thomas Steinke, Conservation Director, 
Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator, Edward Jones, Open Space Manager/Wetlands 
Compliance Officer and members of the public and press.     
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:31 by Kevin Gumpper.   
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  Richard D’Amico and Felicia Watson were appointed 
to sit as full members.     
 

 I.    CONSERVATION  
A. Bills and Communications 

 
1.  Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes October 17, 2013.  Sam 
Boyarsky moved and Felicia Watson seconded to approve the minutes of October 17, 
2013.  Motion passed unanimously.
  
2.  Approval of secretary’s bills for October 17, 2013.  Catherine O’Donnell moved 
and Felicia Watson seconded to approve Secretary’s bill for October 17, 2013.  
Motion passed unanimously.
 
3.  Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes for  November 7, 
2013.  Elizabeth Jones moved and Kate Maxham seconded to approve Special 
Meeting Minutes of November 7, 2013.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

II. OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. WHAMM mosquito control project in Turney, Ash, and Pine Creeks (status). 
 
Mr. Steinke stated the project is a quarter to a third of the way through.  The 
creeks are being cleaned of Hurricane Sandy floating debris, and pannes and 
basins are being put in to enhance fish survival so they can consume more 
mosquitos.  We know this works as we have worked with the State on this effort 
in the marshes for many years.   
There is a limit of two working months out of the year in the Pine Creek area in 
order to avoid the shellfish spawning period and owl winter roosts areas.    
 



CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES November 21, 2013 
 

2 
DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

B.  DEEP OLISP Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve Structures, 
Dredging & Fill Application No. 201206291-TS by the Town of Fairfield-South  
Benson Marina to Dredge the Access Channel in Ash Creek.   
 
C.  Brett Woods Open Space Area - Easterly North Street Entrance - Relocation 
of  Two-car Visitor Parking from within the Open Space to the Paved Cul-de-sac 
of  North Street.   
 
Tabled for Commissioners to go out and look at the area. 
 
D.  Black Rock Realty - Metro Center, Request for Closure of the 10-arcre Public 
Access and Conservation Easement Area Pending Resolution of Maintenance 
Responsibility and Liability Issues. 
 
Tabled to December 5, 2013. 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A.  Review of the Greenfield Farm Open Space Property Lease to Robert Haydu. 
 
Mr. Steinke recommended the Commission continue the terms of the lease as it is 
working out well. 
 
Sam Boyarsky moved and Elizabeth Jones seconded a motion to endorse the 
continuation of the lease arrangement with Mr. Haydu.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
B.  Nominating Committee for Election of Commission Officers.  The 
Commission decided not to have a committee but to take nominations from the 
floor at their organizational meeting in December.   
 
C.  Approval of 2014 Commission Meeting Schedule. 
 
Elizabeth Jones moved and Kate Maxham seconded to approve the 2014 
Commission Meeting Schedule.  Motion passed unanimously.

 
D.   Review and Approval of Proposed 2014/2015 Budget. 

 
Mr. Steinke indicated that we are essentially following the current year’s budget 
on the operating side and we are requesting refilling the approved position for 
Wetlands Compliance Officer, fulltime Secretary, and fulltime Conservation 
Laborer.  
 
After discussion, Kate Maxham moved and Sam Boyarsky seconded a motion to 
endorse the budget.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 



CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES November 21, 2013 
 

3 
DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

E.  CT DEEP Open Space Funding Program.  Staff does not have the time to 
pursue this funding source at this time.   
 
F.  CT DEEP Triennial Review of the Connecticut Water Quality Standards.  No 
recommendations at this time.   
 
G. U.S. Dept. of the Interior-Fish & Wildlife Services Proposed Endangered & 

Threatened  Listing.  Informational.   
 

IV. INFORMATIONAL 
   

A.  Connecticut Land Conservancy Conference, “The Economic Benefits of Open 
Space”, Saturday March 15, 2014, Wesleyan University - Middletown.     
 
B.  “The Habitat”, Summer 2013 Newsletter of the Connecticut Association of 
Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions, Inc. 

 
 V. OTHER 

Richard D’Amico moved and Sam Boyarsky seconded a motion to investigate and 
pursue naming a trail (perhaps behind the Senior Center) in Honor of Frank Rice.  
Motion passed unanimously.
 

SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA 
 
  
 I. NEW BUSINESS 
 

C.  Fairfield University Student Film Permit Application for Filming at Lake 
Mohegan Open Space Area this Saturday, November 23, 2013 , from 8:30 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Catherine O’Donnell recused herself from this matter. 
 
After a brief discussion, Felicia Watson moved and Sam Boyarsky seconded a 
motion to approve the filming permit with appropriate insurances.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
A.  DEEP OLISP Certificate of Permission Application by the Exide Group Inc. 
to Perform Repairs to the Tide Mill Dan at 95 Harbor Road - Between River 
Street & Sasco Hill Road. 
 
Mr. Steinke indicated several concerns for the proposal 1) stabilization/re-
suspension concerns for existing lead and chromium contamination from the 
proposed work and ignoring the central headrace under the building; 2) migratory 
fish spawning runs concerns for anadromous fish, since the dam is not submerged 
during high tide—the dam spillway should be lowered to the elevation of the 
lowest high tide to allow fish to get over the dam as Exide statesin the COP 



CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES November 21, 2013 
 

4 
DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY 

THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

application on page 9, including work on the dam only in the non-spawning 
season; and 3) discharge of water from the Tide Mill during the dredge operation, 
concern for mobilizing lead and chromium.   
 
Mr. D’Amico questioned whether a fish ladder may be a better option than lowering 
the dam spillway elevation. 
 
Commission chose not to comment on the situation until they have read the report 
that was brought forth. 
 
B.  CONPIRG Request for Support for Amendments to the Bottle Bill. 
 
Felicia Watson moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to endorse the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

VI.    ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 8:28 p.m. by Chairman 
Gumpper, seconded by Kate Maxham. Motion passed unanimously.

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Jacqueline Brown 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


