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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – July 18, 2013 
 
The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on July 18, 2013 at 
7:30 PM in the Second Floor Conference Room of the Fairfield Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old 
Post Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Gumpper, Chairman, Kathleen Maxham, Vice Chairman; Frank 
Rice; Elizabeth Jones, Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary, and Samuel Boyarsky. ALTERNATES: 
Richard D’Amico and Felicia B. Watson. ABSENT: Richard Santalesa. Also Present: Annette 
Jacobson, Conservation Administrator, Edward Jones, Open Space Manager, and members of the 
public and press.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:03 p.m. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Richard D’Amico was appointed to sit as a full member. 
 
I.  CONSERVATION 
 

A.  Bills and Communications 
 
1. Appointment of Richard A. D’Amico to the Conservation Commission: Mr. D’Amico’s recent 
appointment to the Conservation Commission was acknowledged by the Commission Members. 
 
2. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of June 20, 2013:  Elizabeth 
Jones moved, and Samuel Boyarsky seconded to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of June 20, 
2013.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
3. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for June 20, 2013: Elizabeth Jones moved, and Kathleen Maxham 
seconded to approve the recording secretary’s bill for June 20, 2013.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

II.   OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. Proposed Remediation of the Mill River Estuary associated with the former Exide Battery 

Site, 2190 Post Road, Fairfield, CT: Kevin Gumpper noted that this matter would be discussed later in 
the meeting in closed executive session. 

 
B. WHAMM mosquito control project in Turney, Ash and Pine Creeks: Edward Jones advised 

the Commission that the areas currently being addressed are the outflows behind the St. Thomas 
Church and the former Fairfield Lumber site. There is some contaminated material present which may 
be due to road wash. Following completion of this area the project will be on hold until the end of 
August to avoid the nesting season of the salt marsh sparrow.  
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C. NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection cost-sharing grant to fund removal of the 

tremendous amount of Hurricane Sandy floating debris in the Salt Marshes: Edward Jones advised the 
Commission that the request for the cost-sharing grant was denied. It may not be worthwhile to appeal 
the decision.  
 
III.   NEW BUSINESS 
 
 A. Southwest Conservation District Annual Contribution Request:  Edward Jones noted 
that in previous years the Conservation Commission had made contributions from the H. Smith 
Richardson Fund Trust. The contribution was sometimes made by the First Selectman’s office, and on 
at least one occasion the contribution was split between the First Selectman’s office and with funds 
from the Trust. Mr. Jones further noted that the office is currently reviewing the statements of the H. 
Smith Richardson Fund Trust in an effort to determine whether the funds reimbursed to the Town of 
Fairfield by the Aspetuck Land Trust when it had purchased a portion of the Great Island Marsh from 
the Town had been properly returned to the H. Smith Richardson Fund Trust.  The Commission did not 
make any contribution to the Southwest Conservation District pending the outcome of Staff’s review 
of the H. Smith Richardson Fund Trust. 
 
 B. Fairfield Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan:  The Board of Selectmen is continuing to 
review this matter. Edward Jones noted that approval from G.E. may also be needed in addition to the 
Conservation Commission relative to the use of certain open space areas and use of certain property 
owned by G.E. Liability issues will also be reviewed in the future. 
 
 C. Master Gardener’s Program Volunteer Cait Morrison Proposal to Remove Invasive 
Plants from Duck Farm Open Space Area: Cait Morrison is offering to volunteer to remove invasive 
species from the Duck Farm Open Space Area. It was the consensus of the Commission to approve and 
encourage Ms. Morrison’s efforts. 
 
IV. INFORMATIONAL 
 
 A. Conservation Crew Activities Report: Edward Jones advised the Commission that he 
has not yet completed the update report due to time restrictions. Mr. Jones is attempting to compile the 
report for the Commission that includes photographs of the various activities conducted by the crew as 
well as those that are needed, but have not yet been addressed due to the significant amount of work 
effort required by the crew in other matters. 
 
V. OTHER 
 
 1. Chairman Gumpper noted that he recently read an article in the New York Times 
regarding the Chestnut Trees. That article noted that there are two ways to make the Chestnut Trees 
resistant to the fungus: The first approach is to make them hybrid with the Chinese Chestnut Trees – 
which Mr. Gumpper noted he believes is the approach being followed with the recent planting on the  
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open space; and the other approach is to somehow get the genes from wheat into the Chestnut Trees. 
The second approach may be more promising since the first hybrid are not as majestic as the American 
Chestnut Trees.  
 
Chairman Gumpper noted that the Commission would now review the matter listed under Old 
Business, as follows: 
 
II.   OLD BUSINESS 

 
 A. Proposed Remediation of the Mill River Estuary associated with the former Exide 

Battery Site, 2190 Post Road, Fairfield, CT: At 8:16 PM, Elizabeth Jones moved to go into executive 
session. 
 
Attorney Kathryn Braun was present this evening and inquired why this matter would be discussed in 
executive session, and further noting that it was not reflected on tonight’s meeting agenda that the 
matter would be reviewed by the Commission in closed executive session. 
 
Chairman Gumpper indicated that Town Counsel has advised that this matter comes within the 
rulebook as pending litigation. Following inquiry by Attorney Braun as to whether Town Counsel 
would also be attending the closed executive session, noting that she did not see him present this 
evening, Chairman Gumpper replied that Town Counsel would not be attending.  It was noted that the 
Town of Fairfield Shellfish Commission and the Town of Fairfield Harbor Management Commission 
had each reviewed this matter in open session. 
 
Following the brief discussion, Richard D’Amico seconded to go into closed executive session and to 
invite Staff. Motion passed unanimously.
 
At 8:48 PM, the Commission returned to open session. Chairman Gumpper noted that no motions were 
made or votes taken during closed executive session. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, Kathleen Maxham moved and 
Elizabeth Jones seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Gabriel 
 


