
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY 
THE SHELLFISH COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES – June 20, 2013 
 
The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on June 20, 2013 
at 7:30 PM in the Second Floor Conference Room of the Fairfield Sullivan Independence Hall, 
725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, Connecticut 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Kathleen N. Maxham, Vice Chairman; 
Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary; Sam Boyarsky; Elizabeth Jones; Frank Rice; Richard Santalesa; 
Felicia B. Watson, Alternate 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Thomas J. Steinke, Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation 
Administrator; Edward Jones, Open Space Manager; members of the public 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM 
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Felicia B. Watson was appointed as an alternate for 
Richard Santalesa 
 
I.  CONSERVATION 
 

A.  Bills and Communications 
 
1. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of May 23, 2013 
 
Elizabeth Jones moved, Sam Boyarsky seconded to accept the minutes of May 23, 2013 
with a correction Item II, Subitem B, Part 1, Line 2 to read “Kate Maxham moved and 
Elizabeth Jones seconded to approve the April 18, 2013 minutes.” Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
2. Approval of Secretary’s Bill for May 23, 2013 
 
Kathleen N. Maxham moved, Elizabeth Jones seconded to accept the secretary’s bill for 
May 23, 2013.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
II.   OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Proposed Remediation of the Mill River Estuary associated with the former Exide 
Battery Site, 2190 Post Road, Fairfield, CT
 
This item taken later in the meeting 
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B. Conservation Open Space & Public Access Easement Matters related to development 
of Black Rock Realty, LLC and Town of Fairfield – Formerly 21 Black Rock Turnpike, 
Kenard Street to Ash Creek – Assessor’s Map 80, Parcel 4A
 
Thomas J. Steinke reported that the Conservation Department is waiting to hear from the 
Engineering Department regarding the wetlands as the Engineering Department is 
working with a third party engineering consultant. 
 
C. WHAMM Mosquito Control Project in Turney, Ash, and Pine Creeks 
 
Thomas J. Steinke reported that mosquito management begins next Wednesday.  
Additionally, the Conservation Department is attempting to get a grant to remove 
hurricane debris from mosquito ditches. 
 

Richard Santalesa arrived at 7:36 
 
D. NRCS and CT-DEEP Cost-sharing Grant to Fund Removal of the Tremendous 
Amount of Hurricane Sandy Floating Debris in the Salt Marshes 
 
Same discussion as Subitem C 
 
E. CT-DOT – Proposed Jefferson Street Salt Shed Rehabilitation along the Merritt 
Parkway – Advisory Comments Concerning Water Quality of the Mill River within a 
Trout Management Area 
 
Thomas J. Steinke reported that there will be a public hearing next month and that DOT 
is revising its plans to give the building a lower profile. 
 
F. Hoyden’s Hill Open Space Area Barn Grant Application 
 
Thomas J. Steinke reported that the previous quotes exceeded the amount of the 
department budget and the grant from the state.  A second RFP resulted in the selection 
of an engineering firm to perform the initial structural assessment which will take about 
90 days.  There needs to be an approval of the evaluation from the State Historic 
Preservation Department.  The final work is expected to be done over the winter. 
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G. American Chestnut Reintroduction Plantings – Fairfield Garden Club in Cooperation 
with the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
 
Edward Jones reported that the multiple types of chestnut trees that have been planted are 
approximately 4-5 feet high.  The Commissioners held a general discussion of the 
location of the plantings and the level of deer proofing that has been done.  Regarding 
weed and brush removal, Edward Jones reported that those activities are done carefully 
due to the fact that species recognition among the seasonal workers is not great. 
 
 
H. Rooster River Watershed Action Plan – Water Quality Workshop 
 
Thomas J. Steinke reported that the action plan concerns TMDL, or total maximum daily 
load, of storm water.  Most of the watershed area is in Bridgeport, Fairfield and 
Trumbull. 

 
 

III.   NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Town Planning and Zoning Referral of a Proposed Subdivision at 5060 Congress 
Street – Lynn and Susan Rotando – Open Space Set-aside  
 
Thomas J. Steinke reported that this item is referred to the Conservation Commission for 
its review from Town Planning & Zoning.  The open space set-aside to Audubon Society 
would be in lieu of the mitigation fee or a land grant to the town. 
 
B. Fairfield Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan 
 
Thomas J. Steinke reviewed the various roads on town conservation land that would 
support bicycles.  On certain roads, there could be seasonal problems in certain areas. 
 
Kevin Gumpper noted that the open space management plan does not allow bicycles and 
has not for over 20 years. 
 
 

IV.  INFORMATIONAL 
 

None 
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V.  OTHER 
 

Frank Rice mentioned SB 190 to allow for ATV’s on all state parks and he is concerned 
that could lead to use of such vehicles on town open spaces. 

 
 
II.   OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Proposed Remediation of the Mill River Estuary associated with the former Exide 
Battery Site, 2190 Post Road, Fairfield, CT
 
At 8:01 PM, Elizabeth Jones moved, Kathleen N. Maxham seconded to proceed into 
executive session regarding pending litigation, inviting Conservation Director Thomas J. 
Steinke.  Motion passed unanimously.
 
At 8:26 PM, the Commission left executive session.  No motions were made or votes 
taken during executive session. 
 
 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, Kathleen N. Maxham 
moved, Elizabeth Jones seconded to adjourn at 8:27 PM.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anthony Monelli 


