
       

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL  
                                                   CONSERVATION MEETING 

May 23, 2013 
 
The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield, held a Special Meeting on May 23, 
2013 in MEETING ROOM II of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, 
CT, at 7:39 p.m. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Kate Maxham, Vice Chair; Catherine 
O’Donnell, Secretary; Frank Rice, Elizabeth Jones.  ALTERNATES:  Felicia Watson.  
ABSENT:  Richard Santalesa, Sam Boyarsky.  Also Present:  Thomas Steinke, Conservation 
Director, Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator, Edward Jones, Open Space 
Manager/Wetlands Compliance Officer and members of the public and press.     
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES:  Felicia Watson was appointed to sit as a full member.     
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:39 by Kevin Gumpper.   
 
 
            I.    CONSERVATION  

A. Bills and Communications 
 
   2.  Approval of Secretary’s Bill for April 18th, 2013 moved by Catherine O’Donnell, 
seconded by Elizabeth Jones.  Motion passed unanimously.

 
3. 2013-14 Fiscal Year Budget.  Mr. Steinke indicated a three percent reduction in  

                  the budget, however, reduced summer help will be hired.  
 

II. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Proposed Mill River Remediation at the former Exide Battery Site, 2190 Post  
Road, Fairfield.  Mr. Steinke indicated that the meetings were very helpful in bringing 
everyone up to understanding the different issue categories and subject areas under 
discussion.   
 
B. Conservation Open Space & Public Access Easement Matters related to  
development of Black Rock Realty, LLC and Town of Fairfield - Formerly 21 Black   
Rock Turnpike, Kenard Street to Ash Creek - Assessor’s Map 80, Parcel 4A.  Mr.  
Gumpper stated this was a proposal to put in an apartment building instead of a retail 
facility.  The two questions concerning the Conservation Commission were, could 
Metro Center or Black Rock Realty close down the existing pedestrian pathway for a 
period of about a year while they build the building, and number two, could they 
intrude upon the conservation easement area while building the building?  There was 
discussion by Commission Members, as well as Mr. Steinke, about whether or not to 
support the request.   
 
Kate Maxham arrived at 7:58. 
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The discussion continued.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission   
that more information was not necessary at this time, and that a public hearing be 
held.  
 

1. Approval of Conservation Commission Special Meeting Minutes of April 18, 2013.   
Kate Maxham moved and Ed Jones seconded to approve the April 18, 2013 minutes. 
Motion passed unanimously.   

  
 

     III.    INFORMATIONAL 
 
             A.  Mill River Wetlands Committee 2012 Annual Report.  Informational.   
  
          IV.   ADJOURNMENT 
             
                  There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 8:07 p.m. by Kate  
                  Maxham and seconded by Frank Rice.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
     

 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 
 
 
Jacqueline Brown 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       


