
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY 
THE INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF  
                                                   CONSERVATION MEETING 

April 18, 2013 
 
The Conservation Commission, acting as the Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield, 
held a Meeting on April 18, 2013 in MEETING ROOM II of the Sullivan Independence Hall, 
725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT, at 7:30 p.m. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kate Maxham, Vice Chair; Richard Santalesa, Frank Rice, Elizabeth 
Jones.  ALTERNATES:  Sam Boyarsky, Felicia Watson.  Also Present:  Thomas Steinke, 
Conservation Director, Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator, Edward Jones, Open 
Space Manager/Wetlands Compliance Officer and members of the public.   
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:31 by Kate Maxham.  It was 
announced that Tisha Ferguson had resigned.  Sam Boyarsky and Felicia Watson were appointed 
to sit as full members.  
 
 
I.                     CONSERVATION  

A. Bills and Communications 
 
1. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes March 21, 2013.  Sam      

Boyarsky moved, Frank Rice seconded to approve the Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of March 21, 2013.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Richard Santalesa arrived at 7:33 p.m. 
 
 

II.            OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. Proposed Mill River Lead Remediation at the former Exide Battery Site, 2190 

Post Road, Fairfield.  Town Attorney filed an intervention and there was a 
response from the hearing officer accepting the Town as a party.  The parties will 
work on satisfactory outcome to avoid a public hearing, if possible.   

        
B. Proposed Budget Fiscal Year 2013-2014.  RTM will be looking at it next week.   

Final deliberation will be on May 6.   
 
III.                  NEW BUSINESS 

       
B. Four Winds Subdivision (Bulkley Estate) Request to Construct a Storm Water  

Outflow Structure on Sturges Pond Open Space Area.  Email sent to 
commissioners with a little property background, why the outflow is being 
proposed.  Explanation of the property details were given by Attorney Fitzpatrick. 
Revised plan recommended with three conditions proposed by Ed Jones.  The 
applicant has no issues with conditions.  The Commission was reminded that in 
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2001 it was the inland/wetlands Agency that recommended and approved this 
drainage route and the discharge.  Motion to approve proposal with the three 
conditions was made by Sam Boyarsky, seconded by Elizabeth Jones.  Motion 
passed unanimously.
 

A.  Ash Creek Pedestrian Bridge Feasibility.  Presentation by Mark Nielson, Senior  
Transportation Planner, Greater Bridgeport Regional Council.  Informational 
presentation evaluating feasibility, cost and location, structure type of bridge.  
Flood elevation, wetland information, natural diversity database, wetlands data 
were collected and mapped to find the best optimal location that would have the 
least amount of impact on the environment.  Time frame for public hearing and 
report estimated to be a couple of months for initial concept layout, approximately 
the end of July.   

 
E. Audubon Connecticut’s American Oystercatcher Management Project.  Access  

Request for the 2013 Survey Season.  Description of the project given by              
Milan Bull.  Permission for access to various beaches in order to check and 
monitor the protection of coastal water birds.  Motion  to endorse the project made 
by Elizabeth Jones, seconded  by Felicia Watson.  Motion passed unanimously.

  
C. Conservation Open Space & Public Access Easement.  General discussion 

regarding the need for further information related to Black Rock Realty, LLC and 
Town of Fairfield, 21 Black Rock Turnpike , Kenard Street to Ash Creek.   

 
D. Petition Opposing the Discharge of Firearms and Use of Lethal Weapons in  

Town-owned Open Spaces, and Opposing the Use of Town-Owned Open Spaces 
for Hunting.  Tom Steinke indicated it was great to see just about 4,000 people 
wrote in about how they love and use the Town’s Open Spaces, but many are 
misunderstanding that hunting was in the offing.  There was never intended to be 
open hunting on Town Property.  In the event of deer overpopulation, there was a 
prohibition on hunting on Town Property.  Redundant to have a petition that says 
we should ban hunting in this area.  Discussion by the commission with regard to 
open space.   

 
F. Sasco Brook Water Quality Study Grant Proposal of  Dick Harris at River Watch- 

Harbor Watch.  This will affect both Westport and Fairfield.  Water quality to be 
monitored and tracked down through the storm sewer system back into the two 
towns in order to identify sources and help to clean up and eliminate the problem 
allowing for restoration of shell fishing on Long Island Sound at the beach at 
Southport.  Kate Maxham recommends endorsement.  Motion to endorse proposal 
made by Elizabeth Jones, seconded by Frank Rice.  Motion passes unanimously.

 
G. Fairfield Earth Day Celebration on Saturday, April 27, 2013, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. at Fairfield Warde High School.  Discussion concerning the Earth Day 
Celebration was had.  Email will be sent to the commissioners for sign-up to 
covers hours 10-4. 
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H. Connecticut Department of Transportation -  Proposed Jefferson Street Salt Shed  
Rehabilitation along the Merritt Parkway - Advisory Comments Concerning 
Water Quality of the Mill River within a Trout Management area.  The notice 
refers to the 24th and the 25th for the meeting.  Location and correct date will be 
given next week in an email to notify the commissioners. 

 
    IV.              INFORMATIONAL 

 
A. Soil and Water - Spring 2013 Newsletter. 
 

V.         OTHER 
 

VI.   ADJOURNMENT 
             
                   There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made at 8:32 by Kate  
                    Maxham and seconded by Felicia Watson.  
 
     

 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 
 
 
Jacqueline Brown 
Secretary 
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