
 

\CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF CONSERVATION MEETING 
March 21, 2013 

 
The Conservation Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting in Meeting Room II, Second 
Floor Conference Room, John J. Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 21, 2013. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Kate Maxham, Vice-Chairman, Catherine 
O’Donnell, Secretary; Frank Rice, Letitia Ferguson and Richard Santalesa.  ALTERNATES: Felicia 
B. Watson, and Sam Boyarsky.  Also Present: Thomas Steinke, Conservation Director, Annette 
Jacobson, Conservation Administrator, Edward Jones, Open Space Manager/Wetlands Compliance 
Officer, and members of the public and press. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizabeth Jones 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by Kevin Gumpper.  
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Felicia B. Watson; Richard Santalesa arrived at 7:35 p.m. 
 

I. CONSERVATION 

A. Bills and Communications 
1. Approval of Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes February 21, 2013. 

Catherine O’Donnell moved, and Letitia Ferguson seconded to approve the 
Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2013, with 
amendments per Frank Rice’s comments. Motion passed unanimously. 

II. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Proposed Mill River Remediation at the former Exide Battery Site, 2190 Post Road, Fairfield 

1. Railroad Stormwater Drainage System Concerns. 

2. Proposed Mill River Remediation at the former Exide Battery Site, 2190 Post Road, 
Fairfield, CT--Proposed Exide SedRAP for Mill River and Southport Harbor: 

3. CT DEEP Tentative Determination to issue a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) to the Exide Group, Inc. for the Discharge Into The Waters of the State 
Of Connecticut at 2190 Post Road Fairfield, CT 06824: 

 
Kevin Gumpper provided a recap of the CT DEEP meeting in Hartford on February 28th 
where Fairfield’s entire state delegation, Michael Tetreau, Thomas Steinke, Annette 
Jacobson, Mary Von Conta, Geoffrey Steadman, Sandy Wakeman, Robert Bilek, were in 
attendance and ten to fifteen CT DEEP personnel were present.  It was a very productive 
meeting that lasted nearly two hours and resulted in a letter from Betsy Wingfield, stating 
that although the public comment had closed, the DEEP would like to work closely with the 
Town and its Harbor Management, Shellfish and Conservation Commissions. They are 
asking for a representative from each commission and a staff member to attend a series of 
working sessions with Exide representatives.  We should be thankful to our delegation, in 
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particular State Senator McKinney and State Representative Kupchick, for arranging the 
meeting. 

Kevin Gumpper came away from the meeting with the impression that the people at CT 
DEEP know what they are doing; we may disagree with their conclusions they reached, but 
at this point we really have their attention.  Some of the things we think are obvious, for 
example a cofferdam, have been reviewed by CT DEEP staff and there are drawbacks to a 
cofferdam.  Their staff has a lot of experience as does our staff and these discussions should 
be fruitful. 

Kate Maxham moved, and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to appoint Kevin Gumpper as the 
Commission liaison and Thomas Steinke as the staff liaison to the DEEP meetings. The 
Motion passed unanimously. 

Kevin Gumpper suggested that there be a backup person: Thomas Steinke’s stand-in would 
be Annette Jacobson and Kevin Gumpper’s stand-in would be Richard Santalesa. 

Items 1, 2 and 3 are related and Thomas Steinke and Stanton Lesser, Town Attorney 
attended a status conference in the CT DEEP Adjudication Office on March 12, 2013.  At 
this time, the NPDES permit application hearing will be postponed; the Adjudication Office 
has asked that petitions be submitted for party status and the Town Attorney is filing an 
intervention in the Exide matter.  If needed a third party mediator will be appointed.  It will 
take a few months to review the technical and procedural aspects of the application; the 
Sediment Remedial Action Plan and the Consent Order above it; and try to work out some 
agreements, identify areas of disagreements and return to the Hearing Officer with a 
determination on how to proceed.  The first meetings should be in about two weeks to 
develop a meeting schedule to address what has been submitted during the public comment 
period. 

Kevin Gumpper asked if this was a positive development and Thomas Steinke replied this is 
encouraging.  Kevin Gumpper commended Thomas Steinke and Annette Jacobson for all 
their hard work on the issue. 

B. Superior Plating Co. DEEP Stipulated Judgment No. CV-89-0355556 S, for Remediation of 
Chromium: 

Kevin Gumpper asked if there was anything new on this item. 

DEEP Exide is out of sync with the DEEP Superior Plating and it was also thought that this 
would be a discussion item to try and reconcile these differences but it requires the two 
responsible parties to agree and the two are not in agreement. 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Ash Creek Pedestrian Bridge Study: 

Annette Jacobson reported on an introductory meeting sponsored by the Greater Bridgeport 
Regional Council for the feasibility and planning study to construct a pedestrian bridge from 
the Blackrock Neighborhood across Ash Creek to the Fairfield Metro Center.  A consultant 
has been hired by the City of Bridgeport., to determine if it is feasible, where it might be 
located and what hurdles need to be surmounted.  A map plan was presented depicting the 
neighborhood.  The Conservation Commission would be involved through easements on the 
Metro Center property and as the Inland Wetlands Agency since inland wetlands are found 
on the Metro Center site.  They will have a formal presentation for the Commission; 
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Bridgeport has a master transportation plan that includes increased access to mass transit.  
Phone conference meetings are planned for the future. 

B. Request to use part of Lake Mohegan Open Space for Fundraising Walk Event to Benefit the 
Darfur Dream Team: 

Annette Jacobson gave a brief description of the event.  The request was for use of the north 
parking lot and picnic area, and walking trails.  Edward Jones had informed them this could 
not be to the exclusion of the general public.  Kate Maxham added that there should not be a 
cover charge; however, the tee shirts seemed fine.  Thomas Steinke added that the Town 
Attorney should review the request for liability issues – hold harmless agreement. 

Richard Santalesa moved, and Letitia Ferguson seconded to approve the non-exclusive use 
of the north parking lot at Lake Mohegan for the event.  The liability issues would be 
referred to the Town Attorney for review and opinion. The Motion passed unanimously. 

IV. INFORMATIONAL 
A. Mill River Wetland Committee Invitation to the 46th Annual Meeting, “River Response to 

Floods and Climate Change” (see attached). 

B. “The Habitat”, Winter 2013 Newsletter (see attached) 

OTHER 
A. May 16th Ethics Workshop at Fairfield University for Commissioners and staff: 

The First Selectman has strongly encouraged all Commissioners and selected staff to attend 
this workshop.  Annette Jacobson called to the attention of the Commission that this was on a 
Conservation Commission Meeting night and would require the rescheduling of their meeting 
to May 23rd. 

The Consensus was that if necessary the meeting could be rescheduled to the 23rd of May. 

B. Petition to RTM to prohibit hunting on Open Space properties: 

Kevin Gumpper had received an E-mail concerning a petition being made to the RTM to 
prohibit hunting on Open Space Properties.  Purportedly, the petition contained 3500 
signatures. 

Currently, the Regulations as amended do not allow hunting, but provide for hunting if 
permitted by the Conservation Commission.  A subcommittee was never formed to explore 
deer population control.  Thomas Steinke related that in 1971 the Conservation Commission 
allowed hunting on the Open Space Areas, but this practice became incompatible with the 
growing use of the areas by the general public and was later prohibited; he didn’t feel we 
would ever see hunting again on the Open Spaces. 

Kevin Gumpper will forward the Email to staff. 

V. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the Commission, Kate 
Maxham moved, and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. Motion passed 
unanimously 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Edward H. Jones 
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