
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING FINAL MINUTES 

February 17, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 

17, 2016, in the first floor conference room of Independence Hall.   

 

Members Present: First Selectman Michael C. Tetreau, Selectman Laurie A. McArdle,  

Selectman Christopher W. Tymniak 

Others Present: Soundview, FairTV, Mark Barnhart, Joe Michelangelo, Nicholas Aysseh,  

Tom Dubrosky, Brian Carey 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER   

First Selectman Tetreau called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

Selectman McArdle led the Pledge of Allegiance.  First Selectman Tetreau then called for a 

moment of reflection for the Andrews’ family. 

 

3) MINUTES -To consider and act upon the minutes of:   

i. Regular Meeting of January 27, 2016  

Selectman Tymniak made a motion to approve the minutes.  Selectman McArdle seconded the 

motion.   

 

Selectman McArdle made an amendment to correct the words in the second sentence in the 

second paragraph on page three to say ―no trucks‖.  Selectman Tymniak seconded the 

amendment which carried 3-0.   

 

The main motion, as amended, carried 3-0. 

 

ii. Regular Meeting of February 3, 2016   

Selectman Tymniak made a motion to approve the minutes.  Selectman McArdle seconded the 

motion which carried 3-0. 

 

4) RESIGNATIONS (for information only)  

a) Conservation Commission James K. Lucey (U), 316 Katona Drive, term 11/14 – 11/19 

(alternate) (Resignation Date:  February 10, 2016)  

b) Solid Waste and Recycling Commission Wendy B. Martinenas (U), 684 Catamount Road, 

term 11/12 – 11/16 (Resignation Date:  February 5, 2016) 

 

5) DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT To hear, consider and 

act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of Community and Economic 

Development:  RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman, is hereby authorized to 

submit a request for up to $2 million in grant funding to replace a portion of the East Trunk 

Sanitary Sewer in response to a request for applications issued by the State Office of Policy and 

Management under its Responsible Growth and Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Grant 

initiative; and  FURTHER RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman, is hereby 



authorized, on behalf of the Town of Fairfield, to sign the grant application and execute the 

required documents associated with administering the grant, if awarded, including any 

amendments thereto, in order to participate in the Responsible Growth and Transit-Oriented 

Development (TOD) Grant Program. 

 

Selectman McArdle made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Tymniak seconded the 

motion. 

 

Community and Economic Development Director Mark Barnhart described the project. The 

Town is requesting $2 million in funding through the State’s Responsible Growth and Transit-

Oriented Development Grant Program to upgrade a 3000 lineal foot section of the East Trunk 

sanitary sewer.  Funding this critical infrastructure need, which builds upon previous investments 

made by the State and Town, will eliminate an existing chokepoint and facilitate development of 

the Metro Center site and surrounding area.  Mr. Barnhart said this item has to receive BOS 

approval because a resolution from the governing body is needed for the application process. 

First Selectman Tetreau asked if this project conforms to standards.  Mr. Barnhart said yes.  

Selectman Tymniak said this project is needed to upgrade the Town’s infrastructure. He doesn’t 

believe $2 million will cover the needs of this project.  He said this project will also help with 

future commercial development.  Selectman McArdle said this matter needs to be taken care of 

now before it becomes an issue.   

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

6) FIRST SELECTMAN  

Discussion and vote on revised 2016 calendar to change start time of Regular Meetings from 

4:30 pm to 5:00 pm.   

 

Selectman McArdle made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Tymniak seconded the 

motion which carried 3-0. 

 

7) TAX COLLECTOR  

To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount 

recommended. 

 

Selectman Tymniak made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman McArdle seconded the 

motion. 

 

Selectman Tymniak made an amendment to remove the period after the end of the sentence and a 

comma followed by $2,278.71.  Selectman McArdle seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

The main motion, as amended, carried 3-0. 

 

 

 

 



8) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this 

meeting.   

Selectman Tymniak made a motion to add Nicholas Aysseh of Ruane Street to the Holland Hill 

Building Committee so there is less of a worry of getting a quorum.  Selectman Tymniak said 

Mr. Aysseh has impeccable credentials.  Selectman McArdle seconded the motion.  

 

First Selectman Tetreau said the motion to add an item to the agenda needs to be reworded so 

Selectman Tymniak reworded his motion.  

 

Selectman Tymniak made a motion to add to the agenda the approval of a new member to the 

Holland Hill Building Committee.  Selectman McArdle seconded the motion  

 

First Selectman Tetreau asked why Selectman Tymniak was adding this candidate to the 

committee when candidates are soon going before the RTM for approval and his office sent out a 

press release to the community asking for qualified candidates to serve.  Selectman Tymniak said 

it’s easier to get a quorum with more members.  Selectman Tymniak said Mr. Aysseh has the 

time during the day to serve on this committee like the others going before the RTM.  He said the 

project has to be expedited quickly per Dr. Title and added that Mr. Aysseh is interested in 

serving until the project is finished. Selectman McArdle concurred with Selectman Tymniak that 

Mr. Aysseh brings a lot to this role.  He has small kids going into the school system.   First 

Selectman Tetreau said he is concerned with the process—not with Mr. Aysseh’s interest and 

that this concern is not personal.  First Selectman Tetreau said a release asking for qualified 

members just went out to the community, including the Holland Hill community.  First 

Selectman Tetreau said a number of people are sending in resumes so he is not clear why Mr. 

Aysseh is being bumped up to the front of the line.  First Selectman Tetreau read excerpts from 

one resume his office received noting the person’s history of running Fairfield school building 

projects and that person’s awareness of pre-existing conditions.  First Selectman Tetreau said the 

challenge is to put together the best balanced, best committee and this appointment before the 

Board today sends the wrong message to the Holland Hill community.  Selectman Tymniak said 

he understand First Selectman Tetreau’s points, but believes Mr. Aysseh is a good choice and he 

had submitted his paperwork to the Town. Selectman Tymniak was under the impression that as 

resumes come in people of value would be added to the Committee.   First Selectman Tetreau 

said it’s important to have a fair and balanced committee.  First Selectman Tetreau noted that 

Selectman McArdle had stated she wants members with skills.  He asked the Board to take a step 

back and think about the process. Selectman McArdle said candidates approved by the BOS have 

not yet been approved by the RTM and if any are not approved by the RTM then this could put 

the project back a month and with some members going off after temporarily serving, Mr. 

Aysseh would continue to serve.  First Selectman Tetreau said resumes are due by March 15
th

 

and shortly after that a decision would be made to get the best and right balance for this 

committee. Selectman Tymniak asked why the committee members were nominated a few weeks 

ago and then a release was put out to the community afterwards.  Selectman Tymniak said Mr. 

Aysseh would take the place of Phil Dwyer who was not appointed by the BOS. Selectman 

Tymniak said he is adamant the Board move forward with this vote. First Selectman Tetreau said 

this is not a good policy especially while advertising these openings to others.       

 

The motion carried 2-1-0, Tetreau against. 



Selectman Tymniak made a motion to accept the motion to add Nicholas Aysseh as a member to 

the Holland Hill Building Committee.  Selectman McArdle seconded the motion. 

 

Selectman McArdle pointed out that the item on adding a new member was going to come up at 

today’s meeting. First Selectman Tetreau said this item was not on the agenda.  Selectman 

McArdle said she had sent an email to the First Selectman Tuesday, but the First Selectman said 

he was at an economic forum upstate all day so he never saw the email. Selectman McArdle said 

Selectman Tymniak called the First Selectman about this appointment.  

 

The motion carried 2-1-0, Tetreau against. 

 

Selectman Tymniak said he had asked the Chief of Staff how many outstanding contracts there 

are and was told there are four.  Selectman Tymniak asked for an update at the next meeting on 

the four outstanding contracts.   He said at the last meeting he had asked for an update from 

Parks and Recreation on fee increases for both the leagues and marina at today’s meeting.  First 

Selectman Tetreau said an update will be given at a meeting in March.   

 

9) ADJOURN 

Selectman McArdle made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:32 pm.  Selectman Tymniak 

seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jennifer S. Carpenter 

Recording Secretary  


