
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING FINAL MINUTES 

October 21, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 

21, 2015, in the first floor conference room of Independence Hall. 

 

Members Present: First Selectman Michael C. Tetreau, Selectman Kevin P. Kiley, Selectman 

Sheila H. Marmion 

Others Present: Chief Gary MacNamara, Chris Lyddy, Roberta Clark, Judy Wilkinson, Genny 

Reilly, Mary Hogue, Erica, Aidan and Aaron Kiley, Brian Carey, Sands Cleary, Scott Bartlett, 

Gerry Lombardo, Jeff Minder, Tom Flynn, Bryce Perry, Margaret Mary Fitzgerald, James Ryan, 

Cristin McCarthy Vahey, Soundview, FairTV, Joy Shaw, Charlene Brauns-Schindler, Peter 

Kopko, Andy Kalapir, Chief Denis McCarthy, Mary Carroll-Mirylees, Stanton Lessor, Thomas 

Flynn, Sal Morabito, Ed Boman 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

First Selectman Tetreau called the meeting to order at 4:34 pm. 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, First Selectman Tetreau called for a moment of silence for 

all military men and women. 

 

Prior to item 3, First Selectman announced that he and Selectman Marmion were giving a 

special surprise moment to thank Selectman Kevin Kiley for his years of service to the Town.   

Selectman Marmion said she will be said to see Selectman Kiley leave the Board of Selectmen 

soon.  She asked him what his most significant decision was on either the RTM, BOF or BOS.  

Selectman Kiley said he always kept his principles.   He believes in education, seniors and 

keeping the town affordable.  He said schools are the foundation of our town and deciding on 

spending dollars is hard and he takes that very seriously. He also said seniors are near and dear 

to his heart.  He is grateful to former First Selectman Ken Flatto for expanding the Senior Tax 

Relief Program.  He said his most significant decision was making the motion on the BOF to 

fund the auditorium when some were not in favor of this especially during a recession, but 

Selectman Kiley wanted fairness given the other two middle schools had auditoriums. He also 

wanted to look to the future and fund this item and not wait.  He said this investment was the 

right decision then and now.  Selectman Marmion thanked Selectman Kiley for his years of 

service. First Selectman Tetreau said Selectman Kiley served the Town for 22 years on the 

RTM, BOF and BOS.   He said no job is easy and it’s been a privilege to serve with Mr. Kiley 

the last ten years, both on the BOF and BOS. First Selectman Tetreau said it will be impossible 

to replace Mr. Kiley.  Fairfield is a better place today because of the way Mr. Kiley ran BOF 

meetings when he was its chair.  He took the politics out of those meetings and his tone was 

nice.   First Selectman Tetreau said Mr. Kiley has given tremendous insight to the BOS and he 

knows Mr. Kiley will be back on the ballot soon.   He truly made a difference for seniors, 

schools and the community.   First Selectman Tetreau then presented Mr. Kiley with a Key to 

the Town. Tom Flynn, BOF Chair, said he is blessed to have a political brother like Mr. Kiley 

who led by example with his humility and common sense and he embodies a public servant with 

a lot of sacrifice.   Mr. Flynn thanked Mr. Kiley’s family and told them their hometown is a 

better place because of Mr. Kiley. State Representative Cristin McCarthy Vahey said Mr. Kiley 

will be a hard act to follow.  He is a gentleman and a role model on the BOS where she 
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previously served with him.   She echoed Mr. Flynn in thanking Mr. Kiley’s family and thanked 

Mr. Kiley for his service.  Selectman Kiley thanked the entire town, everyone here and his 

family and all who spoke tonight.  He is honored to be a public servant for his town and while 

some say he’s an outgoing Selectman Mr. Kiley said he is not going anywhere.  

 

3) RECOGNITION 

Recognition of the Mill River Wetland Committee receiving the 2015 Aquarion Environmental 

Championship Award for a non-profit organization 

 

Joy Shaw, Founder of the Mill River Lab Program, thanked the Selectmen and Aquarion.   She  

spoke of the town’s support, educational support and parents’ support of the program.  She  

discussed her interest and passion for Mill River that represents a significant part of the Town’s  

history. Ms. Shaw talked about initiating the lab program which has helped students and the  

town.   She discussed the river lab’s structure and gave an in depth history of the river and how  

the program evolved.   Charlene Brauns-Schindler, the Committee’s president, said she is  

thankful Ms. Shaw is the force behind the lab program.   She spoke of how the BOE  

administration saw the value of this program and incorporated it into the Fairfield Public  

School’s curriculum.   This program was made stronger by getting high school students trained  

to serve as guide to sixth graders.   The Selectmen thanked the Committee for providing so  

much educational value on the River to Fairfield.  First Selectman Tetreau presented Ms. Shaw  

and Ms. Brauns-Schindler with a proclamation declaring October 21, 2015 as Mill River  

Wetland Committee Day in the Town of Fairfield.   

 

4) MINUTES-To consider and act upon the minutes of Regular Meeting of October 7, 2015 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the minutes.  Selectman Marmion seconded the 

motion which carried 3-0. 

 

5) RESIGNATIONS (for information only) 

Southwest Regional Mental Health Board=Patricia B. King (U), 211 Harbor Road, term  

11/13 – 11/16; (Resignation Date:  October 13, 2015) 

 

6) LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

To hear a report on the new polling locations and the upcoming election 

LWV Co-Chair Bryce Perry said she and Co-Chair Margaret Mary Fitzgerald met with the 

Registrars of Voters and the First Selectman to discuss getting the word out on changes on 

voting locations.   She talked about voter registration drives at local supermarkets and other 

places the LWV is providing information to inform voters.  Mrs. Fitzgerald said she sent a letter 

to a local paper and another paper is publishing a voter’s guide.   The Selectmen thanked the 

LWV for getting the word out.  

 

7) SOUTHPORT FIRE DEPARMENT 

To hear a report from the Southport Fire Department 

Deputy Chief Peter Kopko who introduced Chief Andy Kalapir said this is the first time a town 

administration invited the department to speak in this format.  He talked about the building and 

said the department will celebrate 120 years.  It will hold an open house on October 31
st
 with 

candy, demonstrations and looking for recruitments.   Volunteers are on call 24/7.  They are all 
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trained and follow all guidelines to be certified.  Many members went on to become career 

police and firemen.   The department recruits volunteers ages 16 and up.  It’s a non-profit 501c3 

and performs community service.  Volunteers put their life on the line proudly for their 

community.   He said it’s a welcome change to work with the new Fire Chief.   Selectman 

Marmion thanked the department for their service and said they give tremendous value to the 

town and make a huge commitment.  Selectman Kiley thanked the department for its service 

and passion.   Selectman Marmion asked if any women serve as volunteers. Mr. Kopko said five 

do.  First Selectman Tetreau thanked the department for its service and all they do for our 

community. 

 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to take item 18 out of order and take it up after item 7.  

Selectman Marmion seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

18) CHIEF OF POLICE 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Chief of Police: 

RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman of the Town of Fairfield, is  

empowered to execute and deliver in the name and on behalf of the Town of Fairfield  

an Agreement with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security for a $228,346  

FY2015 Port Security Program grant, said grant to be used to fund seventy five  

percent of the cost of a CBRNE Equipped Shallow Water Vessel to support Fairfield  

Critical Infrastructure. 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the motion. 

 

Chief Gary MacNamara gave background on this grant.  He discussed the importance of  

having police presence on the water with a large boat which is grant-funded and a  

smaller boat which serves a different purpose from the larger boat.   The current small  

boat is old.  The grant covers 75% of the new boat.  Chief MacNamara said given this  

opportunity he is asking for town funding now instead of two years from now which was  

previously planned.   Selectman Marmion asked how the police department will fund the  

town portion of 25%. Chief MacNamara went over a list of items that the department  

can sell or reduce. Selectman Kiley asked if the department can fund everything to the 

current year with these adjustments. Chief MacNamara said yes. 

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to take item 19 out of order and take it up after item 18. 

Selectman Marmion seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

19) CHIEF OF POLICE (requires Board of Finance and RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Chief of Police: 

RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman of the Town of Fairfield, is  

hereby authorized to expend in the name and on behalf of the Town of Fairfield  

$304,461 to purchase a CBRNE Equipped Shallow Water Vessel to support Fairfield  

Critical Infrastructure, seventy five percent of said purchase to be reimbursed by a  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security FY2015 Port Security Program grant  

($228,346) and the remaining twenty five percent ($76,115) to be funded by the  
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revenue from the sale of an existing vessel and the FY2016 Police Department Budget. 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the motion. 

 

First Selectman Tetreau said we have a great team of public responders on the water.  Chief  

MacNamara is proud of the marina unit and cooperation from other communities.  Selectman  

Marmion asked if the BOS has to approve this item because the boat doesn’t meet Homeland  

Security guidelines.  Deputy Chief Chris Lyddy said the new boat can operate in a regional  

environment.   Chief MacNamara added that this boat supports the mission of our country.    

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

8) DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

To hear a report on the First Annual Old Dam Haunted House   

DPW’s Superintendent Scott Bartlett worked with many departments to bring this fun event to 

the town at a cost of $10.   The event celebrates the volunteers and the money goes to different 

charities.   It involves bonding of many town employees making several enjoyable nights for the 

community.  First Selectman Tetreau thanked everyone involved.  Mr. Bartlett thanked several 

departments along with the Southport Volunteers and police explorers as well as his son for 

carrying on this event that started at the Bartlett home.  Selectman Kiley said the Town’s 

departments are second to none.  Selectman Marmion said this is a great tradition the Town is 

starting.    

 

9) CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

To approve a donation of $1500 from the H. Smith Richardson Conservation Fund Trust to the 

Southwest Conservation District as recommended by the Conservation Commission 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the item. 

 

Conservation Director Brian Carey said there is no cost to the Town because the funding will 

come from the Trust Fund.  First Selectman Tetreau explained that this item only gets BOS 

approval because only the BOS can authorize use of funds coming off the top of the interest.   If 

funds came out of principle then the BOF would have to also approve this.  

 

The item carried 3-0. 

 

Selectman Marmion made a motion to take item 17 out of order and take it up after item 

9.  Selectman Kiley seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

17) DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Health: 

RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman of the Town of Fairfield, is  

empowered to execute and deliver in the name and on behalf of the Town of Fairfield  

a contract with the Connecticut Department of Public Health for a $42,843 ($14,281) per  

year of this three year contract) Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant for  

Policy and Environmental Change for Chronic Disease Prevention for the period  

October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2018, said grant to be used for Chronic Disease  
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Prevention through Nutrition, Weight Management and Physical Activity. 

Health Director Sands Cleary said this is a block grant the Town gets every year.  The 

department runs two programs out of this—bike striping and the healthy restaurant 

initiative. 

 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the 

item.   

 

Selectman Marmion asked if a few miles of striping are done each year.  Mr. Cleary said 

the Engineering Department will map out a process. He said the Health Department 

doesn’t receive all of the funding up front for either program so some striping will be 

done per year.   

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

10) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (postponed from October 7, 2015) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield 

and Greenskies for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric generation system  

on the roof of Mill Hill Elementary School at 635 Mill Hill Terrace for the sole benefit  

of Mill Hill Elementary School, the term of the agreement being twenty years, be, and  

hereby is, approved. 

Selectman Marmion made a motion to approve the item. Selectman Kiley seconded the  

motion. 

 

Town Attorney Stanton Lessor said there is no agreement to remove this from the roof if  

a second story is put on.  Sal Morabito from Central Office said Mill Hill is not the next  

project on the waterfall chart.  He discussed plans for Mill Hill.   

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to take item 15 out of order and put it after item 10.  

Selectman Marmion seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

15) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (lease agreement requires RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield  

and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of Riverfield Elementary School at 1625 Mill Plain  

Road for the sole benefit of Riverfield School, the term of the agreement being  

twenty years, be, and hereby is, approved; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a system site lease agreement between the Town of  

Fairfield and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of Riverfield School at 1625 Mill Plain Road for the  
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sole benefit of Riverfield School, the term of the agreement being twenty years, be,  

and hereby is, approved. 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the 

motion. 

 

DPW Assistant Director Ed Boman gave a description of the system.  It will be located 

on the roof of the school.   He discussed the capacity of this roof and how it lowers the 

cost Fairfield pays for electricity over the next 20 years without any capital or other cost.    

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

11) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (lease agreement requires RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield  

and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of the Jennings Firehouse at 600 Jennings Road for  

the sole benefit of the Jennings Firehouse, the term of the agreement being twenty  

years, be, and hereby is, approved; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a system site lease agreement between the Town of 

Fairfield and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric 

generation system on the roof of the Jennings Firehouse at 600 Jennings Road for the 

sole benefit of the Jennings Firehouse, the term of the agreement being twenty years, be, 

and hereby is, approved. 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the 

motion. 

 

DPW Assistant Director Ed Boman gave a description of the system.  It will be located 

on the roof.   He discussed the capacity of this roof and how it lowers the cost Fairfield 

pays for electricity over the next 20 years without any capital or other cost.    

 

The motion carried 2-0 (Selectman Kiley took a brief 2 minute break). 

 

12) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (lease agreement requires RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield  

and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of the Transfer Station at 530 Richard White Way for  

the sole benefit of the Transfer Station, the term of the agreement being twenty  

years, be, and hereby is, approved; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a system site lease agreement between the Town of  

Fairfield and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of the Transfer Station at 530 Richard White Way for  

the sole benefit of the Transfer Station, the term of the agreement being twenty  

years, be, and hereby is, approved. 
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Selectman Marmion made a motion to approve the item. First Selectman Tetreau 

seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Boman said this project is the same as the other generation systems. It has a 20 year 

warranty with a new roof. 

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

13) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (lease agreement requires RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield  

and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of Fairfield Woods Library at 1147 Fairfield Woods  

Road for the sole benefit of Fairfield Woods Library, the term of the agreement being  

twenty years, be, and hereby is, approved; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a system site lease agreement between the Town of  

Fairfield and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of Fairfield Woods Library at 1147 Fairfield Woods  

Road for the sole benefit of Fairfield Woods Library, the term of the agreement being  

twenty years, be, and hereby is, approved. 

Selectman Marmion made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Kiley seconded the 

motion. 

 

First Selectman Tetreau said he sent the BOS an email from the library which is in favor 

of this project.  Mr.  Boman reiterated like the other projects this project benefits the 

Town and saves the Town $6000 a year and $20,000 over the life of the project.  

Selectman Marmion asked if Mr. Boman plans to have these systems put on every town 

and school building.  Mr. Boman said yes and he has a report on an overall strategy for 

these systems on all roofs which First Selectman Tetreau said he would like Mr. Boman 

to present at a future meeting. 

 

The motion carried 3-0.  

 

14) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (lease agreement requires RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield  

and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system on the roof of the Smith Richardson Maintenance Building at 385  

Hoydens Lane for the sole benefit of the Smith Richardson Maintenance Building,  

the term of the agreement being twenty years, be, and hereby is, approved; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a system site lease agreement between the Town of 

Fairfield and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric 

generation system on the roof of the Smith Richardson Maintenance Building at 385 

Hoydens Lane for the sole benefit of the Smith Richardson Maintenance Building, 
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the term of the agreement being twenty years, be, and hereby is, approved. 

 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Boman reiterated the same information pertaining to the other systems.  

 

The motion carried 3-0. 

 

16) DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (lease agreement requires RTM approval) 

To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Director of 

Public Works: 

RESOLVED, that a solar power purchase agreement between the Town of Fairfield and 

CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric generation 

system over a portion of the parking lot at South Benson Marina at 471 Turney Road for  

the sole benefit of South Benson Marina, the term of the agreement being twenty years,  

be, and hereby is, approved; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a system site lease agreement between the Town of 

Fairfield and CEFIA Holdings, LLC for the purpose of erecting a photovoltaic electric  

generation system over a portion of the parking lot at South Benson Marina at 471  

Turney Road for the sole benefit of South Benson Marina, the term of the agreement  

being twenty years, be, and hereby is, approved. 

 

First Selectman Tetreau suggested the BOS take no action.    

 

20) H. SMITH RICHARDSON CLUBHOUSE BUILDING COMMITTEE CHARGE 

(postponed from October 7, 2015) 
To hear, consider and approve a charge for the H. Smith Richardson Clubhouse Building 

Committee 

First Selectman Tetreau suggested the Board restructure the bid process and have the Town bid 

for an owner’s rep for all building projects starting with this one.  This would help other  

building committees. First Selectman Tetreau suggested putting this language in the Charge.    

Selectman Kiley said this is important and likes the concept.  Selectman Marmion asked what  

other towns do and how the BOS would implement this process.  First Selectman Tetreau said  

the Town would put out a RFQ and talk to different owner reps and Central Office.    

 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to postpone the item to a date certain of the next regular  

meeting of November 4, 2015.  Selectman Marmion seconded the motion which carried 3-0.    

 

21) TAX COLLECTOR 

To consider and act upon tax refunds as recommended by the Tax Collector in the amount 

recommended. 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to approve the item.  Selectman Marmion seconded the motion. 

 

Selectman Marmion made an amendment to remove the period at the end of the sentence and a  

comma followed by $12,788.16.  Selectman Kiley seconded the amendment which carried 3-0. 
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The main motion, as amended, carried 3-0. 

 

22) To hear, consider and act upon any communications. 

There was no communications. 

 

23) To hear, consider and act upon any other business which shall properly come before this 

meeting. 

There was no other business. 

 

24) ADJOURN 

Selectman Kiley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 pm.  Selectman Marmion 

seconded the motion which carried 3-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

           ________________________ 

 

Jennifer S. Carpenter        ________________________ 

Recording Secretary        

           ________________________ 

            


