
Fairfield Cares Community Coalition 

January  21, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

 

Attendees:  Wendy Bentivegna, Phil Dwyer, Beth Kelly, patsy King, Pam Paulmann, Catherine Giff, 

Stephanie Swist, Marty Hauhuth, Cheryll Houston, Karen Parks, Jennifer Jacobsen, Anne Stewart, Alida 

Ward, Lori Mediate 

Opened: The general meeting was opened at 9:20am by Co-chair Wendy Bentivegna ( sub-committee 

meeting discussion is captured in updates below) 

Confirmation of meeting Co-Secretaries for the year: Jennifer Jacobsen and Lorraine Mazzo were 

nominated, seconded and unanimously approved as our co-secretaries for the year. 

Minutes: By consent the minutes of the December 17, 2014 meeting were approved. 

Middle School Meeting: Discussion to meet with our Middle School Administrator, Co-Chairs and 

Middle School PTA Representatives, prior to the February FC meeting, to discuss middle school needs 

from the coalition.  Wendy will coordinate a date with all via e-mail. 

 Committee Updates:  

Wellness: 

QPR training will be given to Wakeman Keystone Club members at Wakeman in two groups on Sunday 

February 8 @ 6:30pm.  Alida & Cristin will present to half the students and Wendy & Lauren will present 

to the other half. 

A discussion regarding a concept to have all state employees receive Mental Health First Aid training 

occurred. South West Regional Mental Health Board (SWRMHB) would underwrite the first of two 

training sessions that would be needed for front line state employees. Stratford was used as an example 

of successfully implementing this strategy with wonderful results and payoff in terms of the time 

investment of two days of training.  

Senior Class Health Sessions: Seniors at both high schools are meeting with current college students 

regarding substance abuse issues on campus as they look to transitioning to college.  

First round of sessions has had glowing reports from both students and high school staff.  Lori Mediate, 

Maggie Wills and the high school health teachers are working to continue this effort in the second 

semester, albeit in a different format due to Maggie’s sabbatical ; FU students will be asked to sign up to 

speak in the health class on their own time.  Both high schools have offered to support an incentive of 

$10 gift cards to the speakers.  We will have more information the beginning of February on the FU 

student schedules and the reality of them getting into all the classes. 



Scheduling changes to both high schools may affect being able to do this again next year but we are 

trying to find creative ways to continue this program to accommodate the new schedule and still reach 

all of our seniors in their health class. 

Substance Abuse; 

Marijuana Tool Kit: FCCC will seek permission from Croton Community Coalition to use their Marijuana 

tool-kit concept and facts, updating as necessary and adding our own graphics, for community 

disbursement. This tool kit was created using Federal funds. FCCC is looking towards possibly using 

electronic marketing, perhaps through the use of Peach Jar, along with printing to disseminate resources 

to the community. 

Screening Brief Intervention Referral Treatment (SBIRT): Originally a tool for tobacco screening, which 

has been extended elsewhere for alcohol and other substance use /abuse screenings in various 

community locations such as pediatrician offices, emergency rooms, and school based mental health 

clinics, to quickly gauge substance use and to then be able to refer to treatment as needed.  

Publicity: Draft of FCCC Brochure is being revised.  

Other Updates: 

Raising Abuse Awareness For Teens ( RAAFT): Going into health classes to present topics at both high 

schools. Students have access to a website to share ideas and information – helps to connect RAAFT 

students at Warde and Ludlowe with each other and their efforts. 

February 13 There will be a Youth Bowl fundraiser benefitting the Center for Family Justice . $25 per 

ticket.  

March 12 there will be a RAAFT badminton fundraiser at both Ludlowe and Warde. $10 per individual, 

$15 per couple, with joint play-offs.  

Behind The Orange Curtain being shown at Fairfield University on March 19th; flyer with details to follow 

Turningpointct.org. A helpful website targeted to high school and college students. This resourceful 

website is created by young adults with mental health related issues which contains information and 

provides opportunity for students to engage in conversations regarding a wide range of mental health 

related issues that they, their friends or family members may be dealing with. Information is presented 

in a conversational and informal format to encourage information sharing and discussion.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:15am 

Respectfully submitted by Jenn Jacobsen 

 

 


