Fairfield Cares Community Coalition
September 24, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Wendy Bentivenga, Cristin McCarthy Vahey, Catherine Giff,
Lauren Lanham, Reini Knorr, Nancy Billington, Selbe Potter Ruggiero,
Nina Chanana, Bob Muro, Christine Vitale, Dorene Herron, Lori Mediate,
Bob Esposito, Janice Kessler, Michelle Walker, Patsy King, Tim Morris,
Stephanie Swist, Caryn Campbell, Leonora Campbell, Denique Weidema-
Lewis

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:25am by co-chairs Cristin
McCarthy Vahey and Wendy Bentivenga and brief introductions
occurred

2. Confirmation of meeting Secretary
Discussion commenced with regard to selecting a secretary and
assignment of both a recording secretary and corresponding
secretary. It was determined that a scheduled of the meetings was
circulated for members to pick a date and assist with this need.
The meeting minutes once summarized need to be forwarded to
Wendy with in a 24-48 hour timeframe. This will allow for them
to be reviewed and submitted on-line as a draft for the community
to read and know about.

3. Discussion and approval of the September 3, 2014 minutes.

4. Report on Town Grant Approval Process/Status
Cristin shared with the group that the RTM approved the monies
and funding for the committee. She shared that there were lots of
great questions and it proved to be a great opportunity to share
all the great things that we are doing and what more we need/can
do.

5. RYASAP Survey Results/Parent Survey
Denique provided a PowerPoint presentation about the survey
and shared what had been presented at the BOE the prior evening.
There were great questions from members of the board and
committee and specifically when will the report be available to



the public. Other significant points were how to now establish
action steps and priorities about what we have gained from the
survey and how will the results be tied into programming and
resources and information .

. Meeting Schedule for 2014-15

The schedule was distributed and discussion about the possible
change in location of the meeting, which will be determined once
a review of space is completed.

. Follow-up from last meeting/updates:

Wellness - Lori Mediate gave an update about the Middle schools
progress of the Risky Behaviors program and that all schools are
on board.

Need everyone to Like both the Parenteen and FCCC Facebook

pages

Substance Abuse -

Lori Mediate is speaking with Maggie Wells about presenting a
“Transition from High School” program to students during their
health classes. Will need to implement a parent meeting at
Fairfield Ludlowe to piggyback on what children will be learning
in class. Fairfield Warde PTA already has a “Life After Warde”
program in place for parents.

Research: Lauren Lanham reported that she has completed
Phase 1 of the Robert W. Johnson Foundation Grant Application.

Publicity: Michelle Walker presented a mockup of FCCC printed
Brochure.

[t was noted that Facebook should be used to increase FCCC’s
exposure within the community. Members encouraged to “like”
Facebook Page and to invite their friends to do the same. Over
100 people have liked the page since the August meeting.

Currently, only four people can post to the FCCC Facebook page;
more editors could be added if desired. Link to RYASAP survey,



data, and results will be posted to FCCC Facebook page when
available.

8. Other Updates /Announcements: Fairfield Ludlowe High
School Freshman Forum will be on November 13 at 7pm, and
Fairfield Warde High School Freshman Forum will be on
November 19 at 7pm.

Next meeting of FCCC will be October 15. Subcommittees will
meet at 8:30am, and regular meeting will begin at 9:15 am.
Location will be announced at a later date via email.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM

Respectfully submitted,
Leonora Campbell



