
Senior and Disabled Tax Relief Committee Meeting 
Minutes for May 3, 2012 

 
Present:   Sheila Marmion, Tom McCarthy, Eric Newman, Marc Patten, Carolyn Richmond, and Carol Way 
Guest:  Donald Ross, Tax Assessor       Absent:    Bill Domeika   
 

I. Call to Order:  
Tom McCarthy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The committee began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
The Secretary was asked to read the minutes of the April 12th meeting. The committee approved the minutes of the 
April 12th meeting with several corrections. 
 
III.        Presentation by Tax Assessor 
Our new Tax Assessor, Donald Ross, began his presentation with information about the program associated with 
the Town of West Hartford (which appears to be a “freeze only” program). He did not have the opportunity to talk 
with the assessor of West Hartford. Carolyn Richmond asked who decides about the qualifying information for this 
program. Donald Ross stated that Chapter 95 in the statute is based on Chapter 95 which states that all income 
(including social security) comes under scrutiny with this tax relief program. Along with this is Section 8 
information, everyone’s AGI (Adjusted Gross Income), and anything that the IRS considers non-taxable.  Sheila 
Marmion stated that she liked the Town of Greenwich presentation of their program. We will look at more details 
in connection with it. Carol Way will check with Mark Barnhardt on how many of our citizens are eligible for this 
program. There was then some discussion about how we might do our presentation at the Senior Center on the 
morning at the Senior Center on May 19th. It was decided that we would include the type of report that the 
Assessor had made available to the RTM during a meeting last June. We will use flip charts and whiteboards. 
 
Assessor Donald Ross mentioned that there is a new data software program which should help us but there is a 
longer learning curve than expected. Eventually we will be up to speed but we aren’t there yet.  He also mentioned 
that Fairfield has less commercial property taxes than the Town of Greenwich. This is a good comparison for 
towns in Connecticut with populations of 55,000 to 60,000+. Assessor Ross stated that clarifications are needed fro 
what is actually state statute and what we have actually put together here within the town. The State Statute is #12-
170-AA. 
 
Tom McCarthy asked how much our compensation figure might become? Everyone agreed that this was tough to 
know, and that the chairman needs to talk with Paul Hiller about this. When asked, the Assessor stated that appeals 
are made only when there is a late filing (usually because of medical reasons). Anything else that might be put 
together for consideration for an appeal would have to be put together by us. Everyone agreed that we need good 
collaboration with a number of individuals and groups for the May 19th meeting.   

 
III. Opportunity for Public Input 
The following gives a summary of the comments from the public: 
Palma Senatore of 42 Pilgrim Lane commented that May 19th is “after the fact”. Obviously the May15th 
deadline is done by that time except for special appeals. We need to educate people. We need to let them know that 
there are special programs that can help them. We need to know what is working and what is not. We need to share 
the reports that are being made available from visitation programs to Senior Centers at Westport, Milford, West 
Hartford, and Wallingford (as an incomplete list). 
 
Nancy Legare of Mosswood Condominiums, 245 Unquowa Road said that the Senior Center is a great place to 
do these sessions.  Many seniors need real assistance with understanding all of this. It needs to continue until the 
full recommendation goes before the RTM in September.  
 
Geri Anderson of Oyster Road stated that many seniors will still not go on the internetamd check things on the 
web.  Many seniors still don’t realize that their incomes qualify for these programs. The staff at the senior center 
are great and the AARP tax assistance volunteers are very helpful and they see a great many people. Everyone 
agreed that we should be working through these volunteers, also, to get the message out. 
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Debra Coleman of 26 Cranston Street  asked if the Assessor’s office can tell us the numbers in each of the 
income categories. Since we have allocated 4% of the total grand list for senior and disabled relief, what are we 
doing to get the message to people with disabilities. There is a need to educate and train town workers to get the 
message to people who have disabilities and may be eligible for tax relief. 
 
Bruce Graham of 26 Cranston Street reiterated the concern of the Committee’s title seeming to show a greater 
emphasis for reaching seniors. He also commented that it is very important to have a specific way of defining 
terms for comparison to programs in other towns in Connecticut. 
 
Diane Leahy of 973 Unquowa Road asked what we are doing for people who are about to retire but who can no 
longer afford to live in our community? This is beginning to become a major problem in Fairfield. 

 
Palma Senatore stated that the seniors in our community receive less than 0.02% of the proceeds from the Town’s 
multi-million dollar budget. We need to invest more in our seniors. She asked why the cutoff date for eligibility is 
December 31st for applying for this credit. Donald Ross stated that the date is State-mandated. 
 
Debra Coleman referred to the Town of Wilton once again as a good model. The tax credit/benefit increases if the 
mill rate goes up, and medical expenses are included when establishing eligibility. 
 
IV. New Business 
Donald Ross suggested that committee members sit in on some of the sessions in his tax office so they might have 
an even better idea of how things work. 
 
V. Adjournment    
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Carol J. Way, Secretary 


